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REGULATION OF BUSINESS AND VOCATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 120 - BEER, LIQUOR AND WINE CONTROL - 

 

120.01 General Prohibition 
120.02 Persons Under Legal Age 
120.03 Public Consumption or Intoxication 

120.04 Open Containers in Motor Vehicles 
120.05 License or Permit Required 
120.06 Prohibited Sales and Acts 

120.01 GENERAL PROHIBITION. 

It is unlawful to manufacture for sale, sell, offer or keep for sale, possess, or transport alcoholic liquor, wine, 

or beer except upon terms, conditions, limitations, and restrictions enumerated in State law and this Code of 

Ordinances. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.2) 

120.02 PERSONS UNDER LEGAL AGE. 

As used in this section, "legal age" means twenty-one (21) years of age or more. 

  

1. A person shall not sell, give, or otherwise supply alcoholic liquor, wine, or beer to any person 

knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that person to be under legal age. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.47 (1)) 

2.   A person or persons under legal age shall not purchase or attempt to purchase or individually or jointly 

have alcoholic liquor, wine or beer in their possession or control; except in the case of liquor, wine or 

beer given or dispensed to a person under legal age within a private home and with the knowledge, 

presence and consent of the parent or guardian, for beverage or medicinal purposes or as 

administered to the person by either a physician or dentist for medicinal purposes and except to 

the extent that a person under legal age may handle alcoholic beverages, wine, and beer during the 

regular course of the person's employment by a liquor control licensee, or wine or beer permittee 

under State laws. 

 

3.   A person who is under legal age, other than a licensee or permittee, who violates Code of Iowa Section 

123.47 regarding the purchase of or attempt to purchase alcoholic liquor, wine, or beer, or possessing 

or having control of alcoholic liquor, wine, or beer, commits the following: 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.47 (3)) 

a.   A simple misdemeanor punishable as a scheduled violation under Code of Iowa section 805.8C, 

subsection 7. 

b. A second offense shall be a simple misdemeanor punishable by a fine of five hundred dollars.  In 

addition to any other applicable penalty, the person in violation of this section shall choose 

between either completing a substance abuse evaluation or the suspension of the person's motor 

vehicle operating privileges for a period not to exceed one year. 

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7BIowaCode%7D$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20805.8C.7%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7BIowaCode%7D$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20805.8C.7%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7BIowaCode%7D$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20123.47%5d
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c. A third or subsequent offense shall be a simple misdemeanor punishable by a fine of five 

hundred dollars and the suspension of the person's motor vehicle operating privileges for a 

period not to exceed one year 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.47[2]) 

4. A person under legal age shall not misrepresent the person's age for the purpose of purchasing or 

attempting to purchase any alcoholic beverage, wine or beer from any licensee or permittee. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49[3]) 

120.03 PUBLIC CONSUMPTION OR INTOXICATION. 

1.    As used in this section unless the context otherwise requires: 

A. "Arrest" means the same as defined in section 804.5 of the Code of Iowa and includes taking into 

custody pursuant to section 232.19 of the Code of Iowa. 

B. "Chemical test" means a test of a person's blood, breath, or urine to determine the percentage of 

alcohol present by a qualified person using devices and methods approved by the Commissioner 

of Public Safety. 

C. "Peace Officer" means the same as defined in section 801.4 of the Code of Iowa. 

D. "School" means a public or private school or that portion of a public or private school which provides 

teaching for any grade from kindergarten through grade twelve. 

2.   A person shall not use or consume alcoholic liquor, wine or beer upon the public streets or highways. A 

person shall not use or consume alcoholic liquor in any public place, except premises covered by a 

liquor control license. A person shall not possess or consume alcoholic liquors, wine or beer on public 

school property or while attending any public or private school-related function.  

 

3.  A person shall not be intoxicated or simulate intoxication in a public place. 

4.   When a peace officer arrests a person on a charge of public intoxication under this section, the peace 

officer shall inform the person that the person may have a chemical test administered at the 

person's own expense. If a device approved by the Commissioner of Public Safety for testing a 

sample of a person's breath to determine the person's blood alcohol concentration is available, that is 

the only test that need be offered the person arrested. In a prosecution for public intoxication, evidence 

of the results of a chemical test performed under this subsection is admissible upon proof of a proper 

foundation. The percentage of alcohol present in a person's blood, breath, or urine established by the 

results of a chemical test performed within two hours after the person's arrest on a charge of public 

intoxication is presumed to be the percentage of alcohol present at the time of arrest. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.46) 

120.04 OPEN CONTAINERS IN MOTOR VEHICLES. 

(See Section 62.09 of this Code of Ordinances.) 
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120.05 LICENSE OR PERMIT REQUIRED. 

It is unlawful for any person to manufacture for sale, sell, offer or keep for sale, possess or transport 

alcoholic liquor, wine or beer without first securing a liquor control license, wine permit or beer permit in 

accordance with the provisions of Chapter 123 of the Code of Iowa. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.2 and 123.171) 

120.06 PROHIBITED SALES AND ACTS.   

No person or club holding a liquor license or beer or wine permit nor his agents or employees shall do any 

of the following:  

  

1.    Intoxicated Persons.  Sell, dispense or give to any intoxicated person, or one simulating intoxication, 

any alcoholic liquor or beer.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49(1)) 

2. Hours of Operation.  Sell or dispense any alcoholic beverage or beer on the premises covered by the 

license or permit, or permit its consumption thereon between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on 

a weekday, and between the hours of 2:00 a.m. on Sunday and 6:00 a.m. on the following Monday, 

however, a holder of a liquor control license or retail beer permit granted the privilege of selling 

alcoholic liquor or beer on Sunday may sell or dispense alcoholic liquor or beer between the hours of 

8:00 a.m. on Sunday and 2:00 a.m. on the following Monday.                                  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49(2b)) 

 

3.    Credit Sales.  Sell alcoholic beverages, wine, or beer to any person on credit, except with a bona fide 

credit card.  This provision does not apply to sales by a club to its members, to sales by a hotel or 

motel to bona fide registered guests, nor to retail sales by the managing entity of a convention center, 

civic center, or events center. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49(2c)) 

    4.    Employment Of Minors.  Employ any person under 18 years of age in the sale or serving of alcoholic 

liquor or beer for consumption on the premises where sold.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49(2f)) 

  5.   Selling To Minors.  Sell, give, or otherwise supply any alcoholic beverage,  wine, or beer to any 

person, knowing or failing to exercise reasonable care to ascertain whether the person is under legal 

age, or permit any person, knowing or failing to exercise reasonable care to ascertain whether the 

person is under legal age, to consume any alcoholic beverage, wine, or beer  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49(2h)) 

 6.    Mixing Of Alcoholic Beverage.  In the case of a retail beer permittee, knowingly allow the mixing or 

adding of alcohol or any alcoholic beverage to beer or any other beverage in or about his place of 

business.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49(2i)) 
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7.    Soliciting And Disorderly Conduct.  Knowingly permit any gambling, except in accordance with Code 

of Iowa Chapter 99B, 99D, 99F, or 99G, or knowingly permit any solicitors for unusual purposes, or 

immoral or disorderly conduct on the premises covered by the license or permit.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.49(2a)) 

8.    Advertisement For Alcoholic Liquor, Wine, Or Beet Beer Brand Signs Prohibited.  Permit any signs 

or other matter advertising any brand of alcoholic liquor, beer, or wine shall be erected or placed upon 

the outside of any premises occupied by a licensee or permittee authorized to sell alcoholic liquor, 

beer, or wine at retail.  This section does not prohibit the use of signs or other matter inside a fence or 

similar enclosure which wholly or partially surrounds the licensed premises.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 123.51) 
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