
 

MINUTES OF THE WAHPETON CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 8, 2022 

 

Mayor Phillip Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. on August 8th, 2022.  Councilmembers present Holly Mead, Harold 

Prior, Tom Rierson, Brad Jones, and via Zoom LeAnn Blau.  Others present were City Clerk/Administrator Carrie Funk, 

Zoning/Public Works Logan Davids, Plant Operator/Public Works Brandon Berning, City Attorney Don Hemphill, Ben Groen of 

Beck Engineering, Mark Skopec and Maddie Gulick of Lakeside Lab, Marline Johnson, Deb Lanners, Mike & Kathy Comstock, 

Richard & Michaela Bellati, Gary Wells, Roger & Rochelle Mouw, Ron Morroco, Chief Deputy Tony Petersen, and via Zoom Water 

Superintendent/Public Works Darin Peterson, Sue Clavin, and Al Batschelet. 

 

Motion made by Prior and a second by Rierson to approve the agenda.  All voting, aye.  Motion carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Mead and a second by Jones to approve the Consent Agenda, which includes July 11th, 2022, City Council meeting 

minutes, July 2022 Claims & Treasurer’s Report, and July 2022 Financial Reports. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Roger Mouw of 1316 Jerdee Lane commented the U.S. Government is allocating 7.3 billion in federal funds for bridge improvement 

programs and believes there may be funding available to improve the Lakeside Avenue bridge as it seems to limit boats ingress and 

egress depending on the water level.  Mouw says a bridge would typically be replaced for one of two reasons, one could be the bridge 

is structurally deficient and the other would be that it is functionally obsolete.  Mouw feels the Lakeside Avenue bridge would qualify 

to be functionally obsolete as there is not a designated pedestrian way across the bridge and a lot of people walk Lakeside.  Mouw is 

requesting the council to consider it as a legitimate request to upgrade the Lakeside Avenue bridge.  Councilmember Jones 

commented he was on the council when the Lakeside Avenue bridge was raised and that the people living in the canal at that time 

were in attendance at many meetings and helped the council at that time to decide what height to make the bridge, the old bridge was 

torn out and replaced which was not too long ago. Mouw understood the bridge is not very old but that it does not seem to lend itself 

well to modern use.  Councilmember Jones explained there are streets in need of repair before addressing the concern of the bridge. 

     

ACTION & DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Ben Groen of Beck Engineering was present to provide an update and answer any questions from the council concerning the 2021 

City of Wahpeton Infrastructure Improvement Project.  Ben explained we are waiting for the grass to grow at this point, and expect 

them to come back sometime after August 10 and reseed the area as the grass is not growing as expected, but was required for 

compliance with the SWPPP permit.  The pipe extensions on Edgewood are complete.  City Clerk/Administrator Funk asked about 

removing the silt curtain in the canal and Ben explained that due to SWPPP control it will hopefully be sometime in the fall.  No 

action taken. 

 

Mary Skopec the Executive Director of Iowa Lakeside Laboratory introduced Maddie Gulick the Executive Director of Friends of 

Lakeside Lab.  Skopec shared a presentation with the council showing some of the things that are going on at Lakeside Laboratory and 

their home in Millers Bay.  No action taken. 

 

Wahpeton citizen Michaela Bellati of 2709 Gull Point Place Drive requested that Gull Point Place Drive not be terminated or vacated 

from city maintenance services for snow and tree removal which have been provided for the last 30 plus years since the area was 

platted.  Bellati went on to comment that Gull Point Place Drive should be entitled to continue to receive all the city maintenance 

services that streets and other subdivisions of Wahpeton receive, which promotes safe year-around access to their homes and access 

for essential services, and that we hope you agree that it is fair to all of Wahpeton residents to reinstate snow and tree removal services 

for Gull Point Place Drive.  Mayor Johnson asked City Attorney Don Hemphill to comment.  Hemphill pointed out there are two 

considerations, there is the legal and there is political and the legal position of the property owners in his judgment is very weak.  

Hemphill went on to state that in 1989 when the plat of Gull Point Estates was filed and approved by the city it was very specific, the 

written documents say that Gull Point Drive is reserved to the owners as a private roadway, on the plat print it is clearly described as a 

50’ wide private roadway.  Hemphill explained for a street to become public there are two things that need to happen, a dedication by 

the owner and acceptance by the city, which Hemphill was not able to find any information related to dedication.  Hemphill went on to 

explain there are usually one of two reasons a street is left private, one the developer wants to maintain control, or two the developer 

does not want to undertake the expense of bringing a proposed street up to city standards.  Hemphill stated that practically it is the 



council’s decision to decide the fairest and the best thing for the city and its citizens to have this street dedicated as a public drive and 

maintain it, improve it, plow it, as all public drives and the council could consider requiring the drive be improved before accepting, 

but legally it is a private drive, and the city should not provide the services unless the drive becomes public and is dedicated and 

accepted by the city.  Wahpeton citizen Gary Wells of 2801 Gull Point Place commented that historically when he built his home that 

many people would enter the drive thinking it was an entrance to Gull Point State Park, and that the drive is used as a public drive.  

Councilmember Jones commented that the road needs to be maintained and that it is not up to city standards, secondly, there are many 

things too close to the road, and there are pillars and rocks which are not allowed in the city right-of-way, which indicates it is more of 

a private drive than a public drive and the concern of the precedence it would set if the city provides services without accepting the 

street.  Councilmember Prior asked the Gull Point Place Drive citizens if they were on city water, and “yes” they are and they pay city 

taxes, Prior is concerned about emergency services having access.  Motion by Prior to providing snow and tree removal services to the 

private Gull Point Place Drive.  Councilmember Jones feels it needs to be discussed more.  Motion not seconded; motion failed. 

 

Wahpeton citizen Mike Comstock of 1001 Bay West Street is wanting to find a solution to deter the boating public on Millers Bay 

from coming onto Wahpeton resident’s private property and them having to deal with public urination, intoxication, and consumption.  

Comstock suggests if there was more presence of law enforcement it would help.  City Attorney Hemphill commented the 

enforcement focus must be on violations that occur within the corporate limits of Wahpeton, such as trespassing, public urination, 

land-based noise, etc.  Chief Deputy Tony Petersen commented they do patrol the area and noticed a guard in the area a few times, 

they are more than willing to help in that area, the problem is they are contracted with Wahpeton and each deputy is assigned a time to 

patrol, therefore some days there will be 2 ½ hours of enforcement and some days 1 ½ hours.  Petersen explained the county has 

17,000 people and there are 408 square miles the County Sheriff’s department covers and they do their best, he would have a hard 

time justifying dedicating a deputy to just one street.  Petersen suggests continuing with hiring a guard or to hire an off-duty deputy, 

the challenge is finding a deputy that would want to work on their weekend off.  Councilmember Mead commented she has been in 

the area and validated all of their concerns.  Councilmember Rierson asked Deb Lanners if they have had a discussion with the IA 

DNR, Lanners replied “no” not about what is happening in Wahpeton.  Rierson questioned Petersen if the DNR has the same arresting 

authority as a Sheriff, and Petersen replied “yes”.  Councilmember Prior thanked Petersen for attending the meeting and their services.  

Prior had some questions regarding their monthly reports and their time documented.  Prior asked that he would like to see more patrol 

at the intersection of Danny Ave and West Street due to ongoing vehicles not stopping at the stop signs and concerns of someone 

getting seriously injured.  Prior asked Petersen when the Deputy is on duty patrolling are they trying to write tickets or are they doing 

prevention?  Petersen explained their main job is deterrence.  Prior would like to encourage less observable steak outs with the time 

the department has in Wahpeton.  No action was taken. 

 

Water Superintendent Darin Peterson updated on the Water Plant project.  Peterson explained at this point City Attorney Hemphill is 

working on a letter to the IA Great Lakes Sanitary District to get a formal commitment on accepting discharge.  A clean-out of the 

caisson will hopefully take place at the end of August or the first part of September and will provide firm pump numbers.  Peterson 

advises the Water Committee and Council to continue forging forward for a surface water plant provided it is not cost prohibitive. 

 

Motion by Mead and a second by Jones to approve Firewall Proposal for Water Plant SCADA PC.  All voting Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

City Attorney Hemphill communicated a substantial part of the community is affected by the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), after 

further discussion motion by Prior and a second by Jones to have City Attorney Hemphill draft a Flood Plan regulatory ordinance for 

adoption at a later date.  All voting Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Prior and a second by Mead to approve Resolution 22-19, “A Resolution Authorizing the Transfer of Funds”.  Roll call 

vote.  Voting aye:  Mead, Rierson, Blau, Prior, and Jones.  Nay:  None. Motion Carried. 

 

Mayor Johnson presented the first reading of Ordinance No. 189, “An Ordinance Amending Section 65.01 of the Wahpeton City Code 

to Provide a Four-Way Stop at the Intersection of Lakeside Avenue and Oak Street”. 

 

Motion by Mead and a second by Prior to approve Ordinance No. 189 on its first reading.  Roll call vote.  Voting aye:  Jones, Blau, 

Prior, Mead, and Rierson.  Nay:  None.  Motion Carried.  

 

Motion by Mead and a second by Blau to waive the second and third reading of Ordinance No. 189.  Roll call vote. Voting aye:  

Rierson, Mead, Prior, Blau, and Jones.  Nay:  None. Motion Carried. 

 



Motion by Prior and a second by Mead to adopt Ordinance No. 270.  Roll call vote.  Voting aye:  Prior, Blau, Rierson, Jones, and 

Mead.  Nay:  None.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Jones and a second by Rierson to approve embroidery charges for employee clothing.  All voting Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

City Attorney Hemphill explained in the current Zoning Ordinance that RV Parks are permitted in the General Commercial Zoning 

District.  After further discussion, a motion by Jones and a second by Blau to request the Planning and Zoning Commission consider 

eliminating RV Parks and Storage Units.  All voting Aye.  Motion Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

City Attorney Hemphill departed from the meeting at 6:50 P.M. 

 

City Clerk/Administrator Carrie Funk attended Municipal Professional Institute Academy and will be attending Road Use Tax Report 

training in Sutherland on August 25th.   

 

Water Superintendent/Public Works Darin Peterson reported cleaning the plant and organizing the plant and having Brandon has been 

very beneficial.  Over July 4th the plant held its own.   

 

Zoning/Public Works Logan Davids reported working with a company on seal coating, and fence installed at the park.  Asking citizens 

what kind of equipment they would like to see at the park.  The company contacted for painting pickleball is pretty far out time-wise 

and been busy with variance requests. 

 

Plant Operator/Public Works Brandon Berning reported with mapping that almost every water valve and hydrant is now on the map 

and a ¼ of the curb stops.   

 

Councilmember Mead commented she still continues to receive compliments from citizens on the new staff and how happy they are 

with the staff that they are welcoming, friendly, and responsive.  Councilmember Jones asked Zoning Administrator Davids to review 

permits upon completion and the residents to be cognizant of their neighbor’s projects.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

____________________________________     _________________________________ 

Mayor Phillip Johnson         City Clerk/Administrator Carrie Funk 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL REVENUES FROM 7/1/2022 TO 7/31/2022 WERE $95,610.31 TOTAL EXPENSES WERE $194,641.59.  GENERAL 

FUND $84,080.93, LAKESIDE/EDGEWOOD PRJCT $73,461.55, WATER UTILITY $37,099.11        

 

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR INVOICE DESCRIPTION             AMOUNT  

AFLAC                          AFLAC PRE TAX                      $          165.11  

AFLAC                          AFLAC PRE TAX                      $          167.45  

ALLIANT ENERGY                 STREET LIGHTS                      $      3,697.53  

AMY'S SIGN DESIGN              SLOW DOWN SIGNS                    $          414.00  

ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY            SPOUT & COUPLER KIT                $            39.58  

BLACK HILLS/IOWA GAS UTILITY   WATER PLANT                        $          134.46  

BLUE LAKE WEBSITES             FINAL WEBSITE DESIGN PAYMENT       $          904.00  

BOJI WELDING AND SERVICES      PORTABLE WELD UNIT FOR BB HOOP     $            60.00  

BOMGAARS SUPPLY INC            WATER/PARKS/STREET SUPPLIES        $          372.20  

CARD SERVICE CENTER            CONCRETE BUMPER/DOGGIE BAGS        $      1,260.28  



CERTIFIED TESTING SERVICES,INC EDGEWOOD/LAKESIDE TESTING          $      1,290.00  

CITY OF ARNOLDS PARK           STREET CLEANING                    $          367.50  

CITY OF MILFORD                1/2 FIRE PROTECTION PAYMENT        $    41,778.67  

CITY OF OKOBOJI                STREET CLEANING                    $          682.50  

COOPERATIVE ENERGY COMPANY     21 RAM                             $          931.31  

DC EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT        FY23 EM CONTRIBUTION               $      1,521.45  

DCEMSA                         FY 22/23 EMS SUPPORT               $          258.75  

DICKINSON COUNTY GIS           ZONING MAPS                        $            40.00  

DICKINSON COUNTY LANDFILL COMM FY22/23 RECYCLE COMM ASSESSMEN     $      6,705.00  

DICKINSON COUNTY NEWS          PUBLICATIONS/SUBSCRIPTION          $          651.67  

DICKINSON COUNTY REGIONAL COLL BROWN GOODS DISPOSAL               $            93.00  

EBS                            ADMIN FEE                          $            80.00  

FICK'S ACE HDWE                WATER PLANT SUPPLIES               $          142.49  

FUTURE BENEFITS OF AMERI       457B                               $          181.39  

FUTURE BENEFITS OF AMERI       457B                               $          181.39  

GARRATT CALLAHAN               WATER PLANT CHEMICAL               $      5,046.00  

GIS BENEFITS                   EE LIFE & DISABILITY INS           $            97.12  

GWORKS                         METER READ INTERFACE W/ITRON       $      3,800.00  

HEARTLAND SECURITY SERVICES LL SECURITY MONITORING                $            24.95  

HEMPHILL LAW OFFICE            ATTEND COUNCIL MTG                 $          701.00  

HULSTEIN EXCAVATING, INC       21 INFRAST IMPROVE PAYMENT 11      $    72,171.55  

I & S GROUP, INC               CIP UPDATE                         $      2,500.00  

IA DEPT OF NATURAL RES.        ANNUAL WATER SUPPLY FEE            $            38.00  

IA DEPT OF REVENUE             WATER EXCISE TAX - 7/22            $      1,650.14  

UNITED STATES TREASURY         FED/FICA TAXES                     $      2,563.08  

UNITED STATES TREASURY         FED/FICA TAX                       $      2,654.48  

IPERS                          IPERS                              $      1,842.80  

IPERS                          IPERS                              $      1,897.66  

KIMBALL MIDWEST                CAP SCREWS                         $            69.50  

KOLLASCH WELDING & MACH        BASKETBALL HOOP                    $            70.00  

MEDIACOM LLC                   MAINTENANCE SHED INTERNET          $          129.05  

MELLEN & ASSOCIATES, INC.      AUMA PARTS ORDERED 10/2021         $      2,229.15  

PETERSON, DARIN                MEAL REIMBURSE CONTIN ED CLASS     $            28.49  

SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLY          OFFICE SUPPLIES                    $            90.70  

STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY-AR   WATER TESTING                      $          398.50  

THOMPSON ELECTRIC COMPANY      FIXED FILTER ISS/DAYLIGHT SAV      $          345.00  

TOWN & COUNTRY DISPOSAL        GARBAGE                            $      5,509.69  

TRIPLE S SERVICE LLC           VINE REMOVED & STUMP GRINDING      $          300.00  

TRIPLE S SERVICE LLC           BURR OAK DR STORM TREE             $          400.00  

TRUE VALUE-MILFORD             9V BATTERIES                       $            10.28  

UTILITY EQUIPMENT CO.          WATER PLANT SUPPLIES               $          177.39  

WASTE MANAGEMENT               LANDFILL FEES 6/20-6/28            $      2,102.38  

WASTE MANAGEMENT               7/5-7/12 LANDFILL FEES             $      1,518.58  

WELLMARK BC/BS OF IOWA         EE HEALTH INSURANCE                $            23.65  

WELLMARK BC/BS OF IOWA         BCBS                               $      3,447.20  

WELLMARK BC/BS OF IOWA         BCBS                               $      3,424.62  

WITHHOLDING TAX                STATE TAXES                        $          513.00  

WITHHOLDING TAX                STATE TAX                          $          532.00  



Accounts Payable Total            $  178,425.69  

                               Refund Checks Total                                

Total Paid On:  7/06/22              $      7,975.51  

Total Paid On:  7/19/22              $      8,240.39  

Total Payroll Paid                   $    16,215.90  

***** REPORT TOTAL *****          $  194,641.59  

GENERAL                            $    84,080.93  

LAKESIDE/EDGEWOOD PROJECT          $    73,461.55  

WATER UTILITY                      $    37,099.11  

TOTAL FUNDS                        $  194,641.59  
 


