ORDINANCE NO. 192

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WAHPETON, IOWA CITY CODE, BY AMENDING SECTION 90.14 TO
ADOPT NEW CURB STOP REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the Wahpeton Water Department has experienced significant non-compliance by
property owners with the requirements for, location of and responsibilities for curb stops for service
connections to the Wahpeton Water System; and,

WHEREAS, the Wahpeton Water Superintendent and City Administrator have reviewed the
provisions of the Wahpeton City Code concerning curb valves or curb stops and have prepared and
recommended the adoption of new curb valve regulations, to clearly set out requirements and
responsibilities; and,

WHEREAS, upon review of the recommended curb stop regulations, the Wahpeton City Council
has determined that they should be adopted;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Wahpeton City Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 90.14 of the Wahpeton City Code is hereby repealed and there are hereby
adopted the following new, replacement provisions;

'90.14 CURB STOPS.

1. Locating Curb Stops:

The City will locate curb stops for City utility customers at no charge in the following circumstances:

e Inresponse to a lowa One-Call dispatch. The locate will be performed within the time period
prescribed by lowa One-Call;

o Inresponse to a direct request from the owner of the property or from the owner’s contractor. The
locate will normally be performed within the lowa One Call time frame from receipt of the request
and only during normal working hours.

e Inresponse to a request for an emergency locate. The locate will be performed as quickly as
possible. (An emergency is defined as a situation where property damage is occurring or is
imminent due to the water service line being live from the main to the structure and the inside shut-
off is inoperable.)

The property owner shall provide assistance in providing exploratory excavation or snow/ice removal to
expose the curb stop if it is buried.

City staff will coordinate with the property owner to schedule the locate at a time when the owner or
owner’s representative can assist, but the City will not assume responsibility for damages occurred
during the exposing of buried curb stops.

2. Maintenance of Curb Stops

e The property owner, at his/her expense, shall keep in good repair all service lines, curb stops,
corporation stops, and other fixtures from the water main to the point of use.

e The property owner shall maintain the curb box in good alignment and keep it clear of obstructions
so that the curb stop can be operated whenever necessary.
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3. Operating Curb Stops:

The City will operate curb stops upon request of the property owner in the following situations, but only
when the curb box is in good alignment and clear of obstructions and the curb stop is in good working
order:

e Inresponse to notification by the property owner that the property has become vacant.
e Inemergencies as defined in Section 1 above.

o For seasonal properties the City requests the homeowner/caretaker to be present at the time of the
water being turned on/off

In all other situations the property owner shall obtain the services of a qualified contractor to operate
the curb stop.

4, Damages and Repairs to Curb Stops:

When operating curb stops the City will take all reasonable precautions to avoid damages to the curb
stop, curb box and service line, but will not assume costs of repairs that may be required due to
operation of the curb stop.

In the event that repairs are necessary to stop water leaks or make the curb stop operational, and the
property owner fails to make the repairs within a reasonable period of time as deemed by the Water
Department, the City may make the repairs and assess the costs to the property owner.

The City may operate curb stops for non-payment of service charges or for water being wasted. If the
curb stop is not accessible or in good working order, and the City finds it necessary to excavate or align
the curb box, clear it of obstructions, or make any other repairs in order to operate the curb stop, the
City may bill the property owner for actual costs incurred. Failure to pay may lead to the City assessing
the cost to the property owners taxes.

5. Other Matters

o City staff shall use own safety discretion before entering flooded basements or crawl spaces to shut
off water in any circumstances.

Section 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of the new Wahpeton
City Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any
section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

Section 4. This ordinance shall be in effect on the first day of the month occurring after its final
passage, approval, publication, or posting as required by law.

Passed by the Council the 12 day of December 2022, and approved this 12th day of December 2022.

Phillip Johnson, Mayor

Attest:

Carrie Funk, City Clerk/Administrator
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CLERK’S CERTIFICATION

| certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 192 was published as required by law in the Dickinson County
News on the 22" day of December, 2022.
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