
ORDINANCE NO. 202 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING TEMPORARY REGULATIONS FOR RAGBRAI VENDORS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Wahpeton will serve as a “pass-through” host community for Ragbrai 
on July 21, 2025; and, 

WHEREAS, the Wahpeton City Council determines that it is necessary and appropriate to 
adopt the temporary regulations set out herein, to assist and guide City Officials and citizens, 
and to minimize public safety and public health problems during the Ragbrai visit; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Wahpeton City Council as follows: 

Section 1.  Commercial Booth - Permit Required. No person, club, group, organization, 
corporation or entity of any kind shall provide or sell food or merchandise to the public in 
Wahpeton, Iowa on July 20 or July 21, 2025, unless said person or entity shall first obtain a 
Commercial Vendor Permit from the Wahpeton City Clerk. However, any person or 
entity which is a resident of  Dickinson County, Iowa and in possession of a valid permit 
issued by the State of Iowa for the sale of food to be consumed on its premises as of July 1, 
2025, or in possession of a current Iowa retail sales tax permit, shall be exempt from the 
requirements of this Section. 

Section 2 Commercial Booth Fees. The fee for a Wahpeton Commercial Vendor Permit 
is $100.00 for Non-Profit or $300.00.  

Section 3. Commercial Vendor Location. A vendor who has been granted a Wahpeton 
Commercial  Vendor permit shall locate its temporary sale facility at a location to be 
determined by the Wahpeton RAGBRAI Committee. 

Section 4. Health Regulations. A person or entity issued a commercial vendor permit 
shall comply with the Iowa Department of Health and Dickinson County Department of Health 
rules and regulations pertaining to the sale and dispensing of food for consumption on its 
premises. 

Section 5. To promote safety during RAGBRAI, all beverages sold in Wahpeton by 
Commercial vendor permittees on July 20 and July 21, 2025, shall be sold in non-glass 
containers only. This requirement also applies to any existing business, restaurant, service 
station, grocery store, or other establishment selling beverages on its premises in an outdoor 
setting open to the public. 

Section 6. Food Safety. 

  Any Vendor who offers food or beverages for sale, other than prepackaged items 
that do not require hot or cold handling procedures, or, under circumstances where 
food is not prepared, where customers may purchase beverages and where the 
service of food is limited to the service of ice, beverages, prepackaged snack foods, 
popcorn or peanuts and to the reheating of commercially prepared foods for 
immediate service that do not require assembly, such as frozen pizza or pre-
packaged sandwiches; or, under circumstances where food is not prepared, where 
customers may purchase only commercially prepared non-time/temperature control 
for safety foods that are dispensed either unpackaged or packaged and that are 
intended for off-premises consumption shall be subject to the provisions of Section 
481-31.5 of the Iowa Administrative Code.  

 
Section 7. Trash Receptacles.  A Vendor shall provide one or more trash 
receptacles readily accessible to its customers. All accumulations of trash and 
litter shall be removed from the site by the Mobile Vendor before departing. 



Section 8. The sale of food or other merchandise from a temporary facility without a 
Wahpeton Commercial Vendor Booth on July 20 or 21, 2025, or otherwise in violation of the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall be considered a nuisance. 

If such a nuisance is determined to exist, an emergency abatement procedure is hereby 
authorized and may be executed by any peace officer or those acting at their direction by 
dismantling and removing the nuisance without prior notice. 
 
 However, if the only nuisance or violation of this ordinance is the offender's failure to 
obtain the necessary Vendor Permit, the City Administrator, in lieu of immediate abatement, 
may allow the person or organization to immediately purchase (cash only) a necessary permit 
as provided by this Ordinance. 

Section 9  Penalties. Selling or supplying food or merchandise to any person without a 
Wahpeton Commercial Vendor Permit or other violation of this ordinance is a simple 
misdemeanor punishable by a maximum fine of $650.00. 
Any violation of this Chapter shall also constitute a municipal infraction. 

Section 10. The provisions of this ordinance shall be effective from 12:00 P.M. on July 20, 
2025. (local time) until 12:00 A.M. (local time) on July 22, 2025. 

Section 11. Street Closings. During the effective dates of this ordinance and without prior 
Council approval regarding the blocking of any city streets, any  Wahpeton City employee 
ort Dickinson County Sheriff officer, or those at their direction, may place barricades or road 
blocks in any City street, alley or roadway to redirect bicycle or vehicular traffic in 
order to enhance the proper and safe flow of bicycle and vehicular traffic within the 
City of Wahpeton. 

Section 12. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 
ordinance are hereby repealed. 

Section 13. SEVERABILITY. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be 
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional such adjudication shall not affect the validity 
of this ordinance as a whole or part thereof not adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional. 

Section 14. WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall be in effect from and after its final 
passage, approval, and publication as provided by law, until 12:00 AM on July 22, 
2025, at which time it shall be void and of no further effect, except that its provisions 
may be subsequently enforced as to violations which occurred during the period 
when the ordinance was in effect. 

 
Passed by the Council the 12th day of May, 2025, and approved this 12th day 

of May, 2025. 
 
 

__________________________________
_ 

Phillip Johnson, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
_________________________________ 
Carrie Funk, City Clerk/Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 



    CLERK’S CERTIFICATION 
 
I certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. ______ was published as required by law in 
the Dickinson County News on the ________ day of _________________, 2025. 
 
 
     
 _____________________________________ 
 Carrie Funk, City Clerk/Administrator 

 


