92 people responded to the community survey

Community Survey Results
VILLAGE OF WAHPETON

1.How long have you lived in Wahpeton?
87 responses

Repeated Responses (more than once) Unique Responses (only mentioned once)
e 1 year — 2 responded
e 3 years — 3 responded e 2 years e 34 years
e 5 years — 2 responded e 4 years e 45 years
e 7 years — 2 responded e 6 years e 47 years
* 8 years — 2 responded e 13 years e 50 years
e 9 years — 3 responded e 14 years e 54 years
¢ 10 years — 3 responded e 16 years e 63 years
e 12 years — 3 responded e 18 years e 64 years
e 15 years — 2 responded e 20 years e 70 years
e 21 years — 2 responded e 20 months e 1905 year( 120 yrs? )
e 25 years — 2 responded e 23 years ¢ Seasonal residence for 30 years
* 30 years — 2 responded o 24 years « Seasonal since 2006, year round since 2020
¢ 35 years — 2 responded e 28 years ¢ I've come here every summer for 63 years
e 37 years — 2 responded e 29 years e Bought in 1999, full-time residents 13 years
e 43 years — 2 responded e 32 years ¢ 4 generations (roughly 100 years)
e 33 years o 2-20 years
4

Number of People

Years lived in Wahpeton
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Otll:)ea 0.9% 2. What brought you to Wahpeton?

Family

21 92 responses
(22.8%)

@ Cost of Living
Family
@ Job Opportunities

Location
Job Opportunities
5 (5.4%) @ Other

3. What brought you to Wahpeton?

Location 91 responses Other arrangement

56 (60.9%)

@ Own property WITHIN town limits

() Own property OUTSIDE of town limits
Rent property WITHIN town limits

() Other arrangement

(91.2%)

4. Are you currently employed?

91 responses

Own property WITHIN town limits
83

- Yes
"oted 45
@ Retired
@ No
No Yes

1
1.1%
° ‘ Looking/Other
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5. How old are you?

6

4

Number of People

86 responses

P A A b‘\b@%\%“’%”‘éw?é\s‘b@@@@/&@*@@G@J@/\Q'\\/\%/\D‘/\%«b/\%@@é’wé

Age

6. Where are you currently employed?

67 responses
Sheldon

Rock Island Illinois 1.6%
1.6%

Currently Searching
1.6%

Retired
5) 25%

Sioux Falls
1.6%

Out of State
1.6%
Sioux City

(2)3.1%
Remote
(2) 3.1%

Wahpeton Other
(6) 9.4%

Spencer Milford
(7 )10 9% Spirit Lake  (2)3.1%

(3)4.7%

7.

What surrounding communities do you

find yourself shopping in most often?

Number of People

85 91 responses

80 82
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70
65
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55
50
45
40
35
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20
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Surrounding Communities
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8. What public improvements would like to see in Wahpeton in the next 10 years?

« None 70 responses

» None-keep maintaining infrastructure

¢ Better playground facility for kids.

o Stormwater infrastructure (green and grey) to slow and clean stormwater before it enters West Okoboji; improved
building codes and land use planning that prioritizes protecting water quality, aquatic habitat, and natural spaces.

o Storm shelter, flood control, bridge redesign

¢ An occasional "junk" pickup day. (for items larger than our dumpsters can hold)

¢ Roads, underground cables

e Take care of our roads. Fix our streets or develop a strategic plan to make sure all our utilities are prepared for the
future.

¢ Repair condition of our roads

¢ Repair of rodes and infrastructure.

» Fix roads

¢ Make bridge to Wahpeton Canals higher

e Public parking area

e New bridge

e Community map with names

o Street repairs

o Light at the tennis/pickleball courts

e More security for neighbors of property that are air bnb, runoff mitigation off of 86 properly into neighboring
neighborhoods so basement aren’t flooded due to bike path and road designs. Property owners who rent for a
business should pay higher taxes than those who don’t and should be required to have to notify city that they are
doing so.

o Better Streets, Clean and dredged waterways, and a zoning ordinance that makes more sense than the current one.

e Restaurant

o Water drainage mitigation, street improvements

e I would like to see some villas so those of us that love the area but just can’t keep a home up anymore.

e Many of our streets need resurfacing. Overhead lines need to be moved underground. Green space needs an
upgraded playground.

e An annual spring trash pick up for items too large to be disposed of in normal waste pickup.

e Maybe additional stop signs on Lakeside for the safety of children crossing.

e Grocery store, eating places and better roads and a safer canal bridge, park improvements and better cell phone
reception

e Residential streets

o Better playground by the tennis and pickleball court

¢ Fix Manhattan Blvd very rough

e More biking, walking trails and connections; safe biking

o Public lake access. Canal shoreline stabilization. Widen canals. Raise bridges for better boat access

e New bridge so that boats don't get stuck in canals with high water. The current bridge is a culvert & is crooked and
dangerous. Too close to boats — afraid someone is going to stand up while going through on a boat, hit their head,
and sue city

e More street lights, better streets, renew effort to change bridge out to lake, make opening easier to get past rocks
and long dock

¢ Clean/replace drainage system

¢ Road maintenance. Are more bike paths possible?

o Get rid of the ugly storage units at the entrance to the village!
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9. If you have children, how do they get and from school?

Drive
16.7% 6 responses

10. Do any of the following seem like

concerns within the Village of Wahpeton?
58 responses

30 32
26 28

Number of People
_
(o)}

Parent drop off/pick up 8
83.3%

Type of Concern

11. What do you feel are the strongest
91responses  characteristics/attributes of Wahpeton?

80
75
70
65
60
o 55

75

50
45 46 46 >0
40
35
30
25
15
10

5 4

0 [ ]

Cost of Living Feeling of Safety Lakes Location Size of town  Small town feel
Strongest characteristics/attributes

Number of Peopl
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12. Have you been happy with the amount of
growth over the past ten years in your community?

Unsatsfied
89 responses 1.1%
@ Neutral
@ Unsatisfied
() Satisfied

Satisfied
42.7%

13. How often do you utilize walking/bike trails?

Never

Neutral ‘ Often 4.49, 91 responses

56.2%

( Occasionally

Never

Occasionally
40.7%

Often
54.9%

14. How often do you utilize local parks and recreational spaces?

91 responses Never
11% @ Occasionally
@ Never
@ Often

Often
41.8%

Occasionally
47.3%
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44 responses

Nice bathroom and playgrounds

More playground equipment

Better children’s playground equipment for grandkids
High quality playground for children

Nice swing set in park

A full-size playground

Upgrade children’s playground

More playground equipment for children

Better playground

Better playground equipment

Play areas for children

Playground equipment, picnic tables

More park equipment for children and exercise
equipment for adults

Nice pickleball courts now — great!

Better playground, lights for pickleball, additional
pickleball courts

Bags court

Improve the horseshoe pits

Shuffleboard

Shuffle Board

If there's room, a disc golf course would be a great
addition

Swimming area

A dog park with a fence

Handicap accessibility, seating for supervision, water
fountain access

More benches / playground equipment

Gazebo or pavilion

Shelter

Shelters

A small picnic shelter

Potable water, restroom, group gathering facility

15. What could be added to any parks to make them more worth visiting or enjoyable?

Picnic tables

Water and bathroom facilities

Drink fountain and restrooms

Water fountain

Porta potties

Landscaping/trees

A community vegetable and flower garden near
the trail parking area — to make a good
impression and a beautiful entry to Wahpeton
Emerson Bay and constant E. coli issues

More boat ramps

Gull Point and the Peterson Trail are in sad
need of upkeep and repair due to cutbacks and
lack of DNR staff. A Friends of the Park
volunteer group could help preserve this
historical treasure.

Single family mainly with a blend of multifamily
The tourists trash our amenities — don’t know
how to make them respect the area

They're perfect. Too comfortable and they
become areas of loitering. We can walk the
paths and enjoy the parks without too many
people posted up. They may appear to not be
used well, but I would argue they are used
very well and designed well for temporary
respite.

Nothing at this time

Nothing
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16. If there was a bus line to surrounding communities, would you make use of it?

Yes
5.6%

Depends on the destination
28.9%

Yes

@ No

18. If you had to rank priorities of Wahpeton, how
would you rank the following from most important to

least important?

81 responses

Please go ahead and write the number of the description or write the
descriptions in order ranking from most to least. Below this section.

1. Preserving Small town feel

2. Attracting businesses

3. Improved amenities at parks

4. Improving sidewalks/bike trails
5. Population growth

6.Attracting visitors

7. Type of construction being built

® 11314/6/7,2,5 e 7214365
o 1437562
° 1’ 5[ 712[ 3,4,6
e 1734265
¢ 1.3.7.4.2.5.6
¢ 7,3,14,5,2,6
st o 1347625
° 714131 112,5,6
o 1 e 1,7
. o 1:3: 4
® 11417,3, ................ 2,5,6 ;9 4,
¢ 1.7233.44.2516.57.6 ;,‘11,5,1,2,6,7
« 41,327
« 471 o 3,4,7
. #7 e 1734
o 7215634

o Improving rodes and infrastructure

e 1,34,7,5,2,6

o 2

¢« 2,1,6

¢ 1,764,2,3,5

e 1,2,3,7,4,6,5
o 1-4-3-5-6-2-7

o Attracting Businesses

¢ 1,7,3,4,2,5,6
. 6,543,271

¢ 43,6,1,2,5,7

¢ 1,7,3,2,4,5,6,
e 4,1,3,7,2,56
. 3,42,51,7,6

. 1,47

¢ 1,4,3,7,2,6,5

. 1,7,453,2,6

. 4,7,1,2,56,3
e 1,2restaurant,7,3,4,6,5
. 1,7,6,3,2,54

¢ 1,7,3,2,6,4,5
o 1753462

e 1362745

e 134,6,7,2,5
o 1435267

e 1,7,3,42,5,6

o 1-4-2-3-5-7-6

e 1,3,7,4,2,6,5
. 1,432

. 2,743,156

¢ 1,7,4,3,2,56
o 1245567

90 responses

@ Depends on the Destination

17. What destinations(s) would

be most useful or need?
42 responses

Spencer
19%

Arnolds Park

33.3%
Milford Spirit Lake
9.5% 35.7%
Okoboji
2.4%
3
1
1,3
1 is most important no VRBO
5314276

14,3,2,7,6,5

3, 4, remaining

1,5,7,3,4,2,6

3,1,4,7,5,6,2

1,7,2,4,5,3,6

1 Least 2,3,4,5,6,7

1,7,2,4,3,5,6

1,7,3,4,6,2,5

7,1,3,4,2,5,6

3,4,1,7,2,6,5

1,3,2,4,7,5,6

3,2,41

7. Type of construction (fewer sheds) and fewer mini-mansions
which are often built “on speculation ™ and often put up for sale
within a few years. 1. 4. 3. 2. 6. 5.
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Storage sheds/huge mansions invading property lines
Condos

Condos

Rinky-dink commercialization — Arnolds Park

Huge condo developments that bring too many people than
what the community can handle. The use of Miller's Bay for
hundreds of boats on weekends is a detriment to the
enjoyment of Wahpeton residents.

Air BnB

Storage units...please no more

Condos like those at Pelican Ridge on East Okoboji; RV Parks,
especially any that operate on septic systems rather than
sanitary sewer.

Key Holing, on the lake front. More condos on the lake front.
RV parks.

Building on too small of lots, possible apartments

The lakes area is busy but we mostly have the right density in
Wahpeton

Storage sheds

Condominiums

Over development

Major disrepair (not commenting on act of God, and
reasonable time frame)

None

Huge condos

Swimming pool

Big ugly cheaply built houses and storage buildings
Building homes faster than properly designing water runoff
plans

Highrise development

More storage sheds

Trailer parks, storage buildings

Large scale multi-family vacation properties. Similar to the
developments on East Lake and Arnold’s Park

Condo's

Huge mansions/houses

Golf carts on streets

Houseboats

Condos more Airbnbs

Rentals, Airbnbs and storage units

7

Large homes, landscaping on bank

Condominiums; housing density; sale of public lands for
development

Storage buildings

19. What development have you seen in Wahpeton or surrounding communities that you would
like to avoid in Wahpeton?

69 responses

Condos!!

High rise construction

Condos — do not want

Not evolving is bad.

More condos

No more storage sheds.

Population overgrowth

Condos, rentals, AirBnB/VRBO, commercial
Too many short-term rentals

The Bible camp taking over

Storage sheds; large condominium or apartment
complexes; chain stores/restaurants; new
developments of multiple single-family homes or
townhouses

Big big homes

Vacation rentals and condos

No more condos, RV parks, VRBOs!

Short term rentals

Storage buildings

Condo

Development is necessary for a healthy
economy, if you are unwilling to grow you will
certainly die!

Large multifamily complexes

Condos. No more condos!!

Condos and apartments

Condos or apartment buildings

Church camps refusal to pay property taxes
Storage garages

No condos and over building of storage sheds
Condos,

Make sure Wahpeton never allows any more
condos to be built

Multi family units and Pole Barns

VRBO Rentals

Storage Units! No more! Would love to get rid of
those already there

Townhomes

Storage sheds and large shed-like homes with
huge garage doors for boats and recreational
vehicles. Wahpeton should encourage
moderately sized homes built with quality
materials.
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20. Is there anything else you would like us to know about yourself, Wahpeton, or the future of
the town?

Preserve wildlife protected areas

Keep it small town feeling

I like our little village. Concentrate on resurfacing streets. Best
improvement in recent years...the no parking signs by
Kazarellis and the pickleball courts. First made it way safer on
the weekends, second have been a great place for people to
gather and get outside.

Short term rentals are a detriment

Keep us a pleasant, small village. It's not a problem to have to
drive to SL or Milford for shopping.

Balance between growth and protecting the neighbors and
the neighborhoods

Concerns about infrastructure and water system — when can
water lawns, large amount of ordinances governing owners
Very confusing Wahpeton vs Milford

Ilikeitasis

Lakeshore Center is glad to help with city events, meetings,
and as a gathering space. I'm open to partnering together
however we can.

Preserve as much green space as possible. Forbid VRBOs.
Our streets, especially in the Spencer Beach area, are in bad
shape and need attention

No

Wahpeton’s thoughtful approach to growth and new
construction makes it the most attractive community on the
Iowa Great Lakes. This is reflected in the property values. We
can preserve this by limiting both off-lake residential
construction and on-lake multi-family developments.

You're doing a great job

Probably have more major items to vote whether a full-time
resident or not. Part-time residents pay more taxes than full-
time in a lot of cases and should have a vote.

Aging population base coupled with growing number of
seasonal residents will present increasingly challenging issues
for city government

The current 25-35 aged demographic is the wealthiest group
of individuals EVER in that age group. What do they want? I
believe it could be positive for Wahpeton to identify values
from that age group that align with what is already common
between the rest of Wahpeton’s age groups.

Make fiscal responsibility a priority

I would like to find out why there is disconnect between what
the Sheriff's office and DNR can do regarding the lawlessness
that is in front of those residences on the lake.

35 responses

The family has owned homes in Wahpeton since
the 60s and I would like to see Wahpeton
continue as a beautiful, small, safe village.
We've got to figure out a way to prevent the loss
of our unique small-town community identity to
absentee STR owners and transient STR tourists.
Can we join with the City of Okoboji to lobby for
an exemption for towns under a certain size from
state law preventing municipalities from
regulating the duration of rentals?

We also need to continue limiting parking on
Millers Bay feeder streets to residents. Non-
residents parking in residential areas cause
trespassing, intoxication, harassment, and block
emergency access. The summer parking
restrictions have been a huge improvement—
please keep them in place.

Love the small-town atmosphere. Know it is hard
to preserve and move forward.

Keep it small but beautiful—preserve nature and
the lakes.

Keep taxes low to avoid pushing out retirees
Much collaboration is needed to make Wahpeton
a place that shines with great planning and
inclusion. Many local run-down properties need
to be addressed. If you don't grow, you die!
Nothing at this time

Growth is inevitable but needs to be well thought
out. Condos need to be limited.

Garbage and snow removal are great

Sure wish we had a good restaurant and
convenience store.

Population cap

Nice to see more young people and kids as the
rest of us are getting old

No

It would be great to have the former Kazarelli’s
restaurant space open again with one or more
vendors serving meals or as a Supper House with
a neighborhood bar. Wahpeton should help the
operator succeed without harming nearby
residents.
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21. How important is it to preserve the

community’s unique character and identity?
87 responses

Not Important
3.4%

Kind of Important
19.5%

22. What is your long-term vision

for the future of the community?
78 responses

Increased development
9%

Very Important
77%

More open space

91%

23. How satisfied are you with the current mix of land use?
87 responses

Not Satisfied
8%

Satisfied
44.8%
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No 39 responses
Wildlife areas more

No

Less self storage units

Hard to see huge houses going up just for summer use.
Less sheds

Again, no lakefront keyholing or new condominium
developments.

Single family mostly with a blend of multifamly

The triangle entrance to the court area

More eating establishments

It would be helpful if there was public access or parking
to the lake by Miller's Bay.

Before approving new build permit ensure that it is not
depreciating current home values in neighborhood
Less storage sheds and villas for senior living.
Protection of the bank and lake area

Preserve wetland areas; preserve low density housing;
Less condo type construction

Less storage buildings

No more storage units

A few more consumer businesses would be nice
(restaurant, coffee shop, convenience)

Less commercial

Bible camp. I'd like to see it downsize

More local businesses

Less land devoted to storage sheds and less hardscape
around homes.

25. How much future development do you
think is appropriate for your area?

51-100
2.7%

0-50
97.3%

24, Are there any specific areas where you would like to see more or less of a particular land use?

Less storage sheds. They do not benefit our small
community and some of them are an eyesore. The
current sheds might've been a convenience for
residents at one time, but there are SO many storage
sheds close by in our neighboring communities, that
our residents do not need to travel far at all for
excess storage needs. I would like to see our city
buying up the current storage sheds along West
Street one-by-one if and when they become
available, and convert those to open space or park
space, perhaps funded by grants for open/green/park
space.

Fewer large houses, destroys small community feel.
More greenspace when opportunities arise.

Avoid density at all costs

The available land annexed into the city that is
already developed is nearly, it all, therefore, this
question really has no relevance.

Less land used for condos

No condos or apartments

Less storage sheds

Less commercial use

Less storage garage space and more residential.
NNR clean up of some of their ground and they need
to add additional campground spots

No

26. What kind of residential development

do you prefer? 87 responses
Multi-Family
1.1%

Single Family
08.99,



